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Greetings fellow Old Boys. I have 
been asked to pen my thoughts on 
the future of the Association and the 
way forward. 
I spent three formative years at 
Whangarei Boys’ High School in the 
early 70s boarding at Carruth House. 
My academic achievement was 
average but the life skills and sense 
of self belief and a can do attitude 
were all developed in those few years. 
It has been great for me to become 
involved in the Association and  
to reconnect with fellow students  
and to take opportunities to support 

the school. Through my involvement I have met a number of very 
talented and motivated young men going though the same gates as I 

did all those years ago. These experiences have been very rewarding 
and I feel privileged to be a part of supporting the boys at my  
old school. 
The pressure, time and resources any organisation needs to 
ensure that it remains relevant to its members are no exception 
for our organisation.  It is my belief that we need to move forward 
with a greater connectedness to our membership and to promote 
and celebrate the benefits of membership. 
We now have a Strategic Plan to articulate a vision of the 
organisation going forward. A copy of this plan will be available 
on the website soon but for now is available from Greg Weaver. 
With the high cost of hardcopy newsletters I encourage you all 
to supply an email address where possible and become financial 
members and join in the journey.
I look forward to catching up with you all in the future.      

David Templeton (WBHS 1971-73)
President

templetoncd@xtra.co.nz    
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When Al Kirk asked me to get 
involved with the Association and 
the Jubilee Committee, I never would 
have thought that I would remain 
President for nearly 10 years.  But 
then again I never really appreciated 
how much I would get out of the 
experience.
Seeing Old Boys chatting about 
teachers, the cane, sports days, 
m i l i t a ry  t ra in ing  and  fe l l ow 
classmates has been interesting and 
very rewarding. The common thread 
of course, school with “I remember” 
the catch phrase I have heard the 

most, the precursor to many a story and interesting conversation.
Fundraising has been an important part of what we would do but 
for me it was always about the fellowship and fun catching up with 
classmates. For some the ability to financially support what we 
do has been humbling, to be able to send out an email and have 
some of you reply committing $50 to an event or project has been 
wonderful and believe me it mounts up quickly.
A wonderful benefactor of the Association once said ‘When we 
were at school we had every opportunity to become anything 
that we wanted to, things have changed and I would like to 
think the help I give will let these young men become anything 
they want to”.
Reconnecting back to school has come around by some of the 
functions we hold annually, from the dinner, sports day and the 
golf day. All are not attractive to Old Boys but for those who 

attend they certainly get a lot out of the day. These are now 
regular fixtures and most with the date set well in advance. Come 
along even if only for a look, you may be surprised who goes.
I must thank Greg Weaver and everybody else that have been 
so enthusiastic about what we do. I suggest they get out of it as 
much as I have over the years and I hope they continue the great 
work for a while yet.
As President I have attended quite a few functions at the School 
and have always been proud to see the Prefects dotted around 
the hall, ever vigilant and those poor 3rd formers in the front rows 
sitting nervously with the glaze of Headmasters and teachers 
boring down on them, some things don’t change.
The formation of an Endowment Fund should give Old Boys an 
opportunity to support the longer term goals of the Association 
by way of bequests as an example. This avenue will focus on the 
big ticket items and issues that will face the School in years to 
come so building up the fund will give us options, something we 
don’t have now.
The Fideliter Fellowship I am very proud of, along with the 
Teachers Wall of Fame.  We need to celebrate those who came 
before us and applaud dedication; this is one way of doing that. 
To instill the thought ‘humble beginnings can lead to greatness’ 
should be raised at every opportunity.
Thank you all for your support of the Association over the past 9 
years and I hope you continue to do so, however you are able to. 
I wish Dave Templeton the best as the new President and I know 
he will take us onto the next stage of our growth.

Kevin Salmon  (WBHS 1975-77)
Immediate Past President
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2011, probably not a significant date in anyone’s mind one would assume. However in terms of the history of Whangarei Boys’ High 
School it marks 130 years since the School opened its first classroom and classes began.  From those humble beginnings it has grown 
to become the most recognised high school in Northland so we thought it appropriate to take some time to reflect in this newsletter on 
some of the major happenings from all the ‘1’ years since 1881, starting of course with the first year.
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The School most definitely is in fine fettle 
with the roll being back over 1000.
There have been a number of changes 
to the School, in particular the Hostel 
with a new Business Manager in Carruth 
replacing the very successful team of Nic 
Horsley and Trish Holloway. John Foster 
was here for Term 1 but, regrettably 
for personal reasons resigned during 
the early part of Term 2.  At the time of 

writing, the Hostel is still full, the parental support and student 
support from the Northland community is still extremely strong 
and we have appointed a new Carruth Hostel Manager – Mr Tom 
Harvey, from the United States.  Mr Harvey is very experienced 
in running a boarding School, is married to a Kiwi, and has two 
young sons.
Term 1 was a particularly hectic term for me for I was out of the 
School more than I was in it! For the first 2 weeks I was over in the UK 
- to attend a Youth Sports Trust Conference.  The last three weeks 
of term I was away doing international marketing - not only in Hong 
Kong and Bangkok but also Europe.  Again, this is something that is 
a most worthwhile exercise, for having international students in the 
School is a huge benefit.  In the last week of term WBHS, together 
with WGHS, hosted a hugely successful Te Tai Tokerau Kapa Haka 
Festival.  This festival involved 24 Schools from throughout the Tai 
Tokerau region and was spread over two days - it was a fantastic 
event and the weather and performances were first class. 
The academic results of the School last year were again, high 
quality although we can always improve.  We were delighted with 
a number of Merits and Excellences particularly in Year 12 and 

The School Board of Trustees are extremely appreciative of the 
contribution made by the Old Boys’ Association to the School.
As we have  recently completed the 2012 budget and 5 Year 
Property Agreement, it is an good time to review the areas of 
greatest concern to the Board over the next one to three years.
To recap, the School is funded by the MOE with three main grants 
all based on the student roll. These are:
•	 Operational	Grant
The Board is free to choose how to spend this funding, but it 
needs to cover Property maintenance, Non-teaching staff salaries, 
Relief teachers, Curriculum materials, Textbooks and capital items, 
IT infrastructure upgrade and replacement and basic utilities.
At the current level of funding, the School struggles to meet all of 
these requirements to a satisfactory level.
•	 Teachers	Salaries	Grant
There is no flexibility on how this is spent.
•	 Property	Grant	(5YA)
The Board can choose how to spend this, but within very 
prescriptive boundaries determined by the MOE. The current 
maintenance burden is already impacting on the ability of the 
Board to fund sufficient resources for student learning.
After allocation of all available MOE funding, we are left with many 
areas of deficit. For your information I have mentioned some of 
these below. 
Science Equipment
Over time, the stock of essential equipment for the science labs 
has depleted. One reason for this is that Science at WBHS has 
a proud and successful history and attracts high numbers of 
students. However, to meet demand the science department 
needs a one-off injection of $40,000 to bring it back up to a level 
appropriate to a School like WBHS.
IT
Operations Grant funding can barely cover annual operating  
costs of our IT infrastructure. Our IT Strategic Plan identifies a 

gap of $50,000 to $80,000 between our 
current position and where we want to be 
in 3 years.
School Vans
Our 11-seat School vans, which are an 
essential part of the School infrastructure, 
are now 10 years old, are high maintenance 
and present a shabby and old ‘face’ to 
the School in the community. The cost to 
replace the vans is approximately $43,000 each.
Musical Instruments
It is the Board’s vision to carry a class set of musical instruments 
so that all Year 9 and 10 classes can experience playing in a band. 
This would be incorporated into compulsory content. The cost to 
provide a suitable class set is $30,000.
Swimming Pool refurbishment
Testing and treating requirements along with the costs of chemicals 
and power are becoming prohibitive. The pool is a highly valued 
feature of life at Carruth and the Board is concerned that providing 
compliant facilities will prove impossible before long. The pool and 
changing sheds are overdue for repainting and refurbishing and 
the complex requires a security fence upgrade to comply with 
by-laws. The estimated cost is $20,000.
Apart from this list, there are of course numerous items of smaller 
value. We will continue to pursue all avenues of funding, although 
these are often incremental in nature, and we are continually in 
‘catch-up’ mode.
Naming rights
I am happy to provide detailed breakdowns of any items of interest 
including the opportunity of naming rights for projects.
Thank you again for your support and I take this opportunity to 
wish you all a Merry Christmas.
Clare Davies-Colley

From chairperson Board of Trustees

Year 13 and our Year 13 scholarships included one outstanding 
scholarship in English, which is something that continues to show 
the quality of teaching in the School.
On the sporting front we continue to have success and no doubt 
there will be more discussion of that elsewhere in this newsletter 
but one key area of focus must be our 1st XV who this year won 
the U18 Northland wide Rugby competition.   
On the cultural front, we narrowly missed winning Stage Challenge 
this	 year	 (we	won	 it	 in	 2010);	we	 had	 a	 superb	 entry	 in	 the	
Chamber Music Competition; our Shakespeare Festival boys were 
outstanding and are in line for national selection; the concert was 
fantastic and we, again, had 3 choirs in the Big Sing.
This newsletter is something that I am delighted to contribute to 
and I look forward very much to continuing to meet Old Boys as 
they come to the School - whether it is to catch up with current staff 
or to attend special functions such as the Old Boys’ Dinner or the 
ANZAC Service that we hold every year - this year, we inducted Old 
Boy Koss Newman into the Fideliter Fellowship.  
The School is in very good heart, the Board of Trustees are doing an 
excellent job in supporting the management and staff of the School 
and the Old Boys’ Association continues to go from strength to 
strength. It is fitting to acknowledge the huge role departing 
President Kevin Salmon has made and thank him for his efforts.  He 
leaves huge shoes to fill and I look forward, very much to working 
with new President, Dave Templeton.
Last, but not least, the ERO visit in the last week of June, went very 
well and the positive comments from the Review Office are most 
reassuring.
Thank you for continuing to support your School, we look forward 
to you keeping in touch.

From the Headmaster, A F Kirk
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Trivial Pursuit

The 2nd Annual Trivial Pursuit night for the Roger Meyer Memorial 
Trophy was held on June 10th.  This was a new event introduced 
to	the	WBHS	Old	Boys’	Association	calendar	last	year	(when	it	
was	won	by	Carruth	House)	and	again	this	year	it	attracted	about	
90 ‘pursuiters’ to test their skills against the questions posed by 
quizmaster Kevin Salmon.  
The trophy is in memory of popular teacher and Old Boy Roger 
Meyer who passed away in 2009.  Fittingly this year the quiz was 
won by the Argonauts, a team that competes on a regular basis 
and did include Roger as one of its team members. 
The Association is looking forward to the Trivial Pursuit night 
becoming a popular event on the annual calendar so here’s 
hoping more of you may be able to join in next year.

After being pipped at the post two years running, it is with great 
pleasure that we can report that the Old Boys swimming team 
easily won the annual relay against the School and teachers.  This 
year we were represented by an ‘old’ Old Boys team consisting of  
left to right Jay Hardy	(WBHS	1994-98),	Darin Robinson	(WBHS	
1978-81),		Bryce Lambert	(WBHS	1978-82),	Chris Curran	(WBHS	
1986-90),	Doug Kelly	(WBHS	1984-88),	Neville Brunker	(WBHS	
1971-74),			Derek Brunker	(WBHS	1976-80)	and	Gordon Lambeth 
(WBHS	1977-81)	the	mascot	in	front	is	Cliff Brunker.  The ‘young’ 
Old Boys team, made up of 2010 Year 13 students (Andre Gilbert, 
Toby Barker, Gaurav Correa, Jesse Stuthridge, Lachlan Conmee, 
Toby Walters, Hamish Clarke, Alex Stephenson and Toby Parr) 

Swimming Sports
selected by 2010 Head Boy Gaurav Correa, were confident of a 
win themselves but it was the ‘old’ guys who took it out. They 
took control of the race in the middle stages and never looked 
like being headed, winning quite comfortably by a body length.
A wonderful achievement by these guys and we look forward with 
confidence to 2012 when we can defend our title.  It would be great 
to get a few more younger Old Boys involved in this race, although 
they would have to prove their worth over the current team.
Many thanks to all Old Boys who gave up their time to come along 
and take part in this long established traditional end to the annual 
swimming sports.

Staff members Trish Holloway, 
Vanessa Luders, Kirsty Price

The winners ‘Argonauts’ l to r Russell Smith, Mike Curran, 
Viv Smith, Neil Smith, Debra Williamson, Diane Meyer
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   1881
By April 1881 it was proposed the school be started and Mr 
W.H.O Smeaton was appointed Headmaster.  The first classes 
were conducted in a room of Francis Wood’s house in Cameron 
Street, somewhere opposite John Street. 

The date was 16 May 1881.  Subjects; Latin, Mathematics and 
Arithmetic with options of French, Greek, Science, German.
On October 1st 1881, School transferred to a building on Mr 
Keyte’s property somewhere near the present McDonald’s 
Restaurant and the extended grounds of the present Whangarei 
Primary School.

   1891
After a short recess of 6 years, the School re-opens in May 
with three pupils and Mr R. D. Duxfield as Headmaster.  The roll 
reached 18 by the end of the year.  Classes were held in Rev. L.L. 
Cubitts Hall in Bank St about opposite where the present Public 
Trust building is.

   1901
The School Cadet Corps is formed.  This is something that 
became an institution at the School until 1967 when it had to be 
disbanded.
At this stage the School was housed in a building on Manse Street 
that is commonly known as the first official building.
This building was added to over the years and moved to the 
Lupton Ave site where it remained in use until 1984 when it was 
destroyed by fire.

   1911
Roll 97 and 5 teachers.  Govt grant of £1000 and local subscription 
of £500 for founding of a Boys Hostel.  This hostel was initially in 
a building on Lupton Avenue before moving to the present site at 
Carruth House which opened in 1927.

   1921
The year of the first School Steeplechase, or Cross Country as 
it is known today.  The course was interesting and for us in this 
day and age the description of it might sound confusing as street 
and place names have changed over the years.  It started from 
the	top	of	Lookout	Hill	(up	Morningside	we	believe),	down	from	
there across Otaika Road to the Hora Hora School.  Then along 
Maunu Road to Central Ave, down Second Ave, past the bowling 
club into Rust Lane and along to Weaver’s farm.  From there it 
was through Weaver’s farm and the ‘new’ High School property, 
along a new road, across Russell Road, up a steep incline and 
then over a fence into the High School grounds, finishing about 
50 yards from the fence.  If you didn’t get lost reading that then 
you must have a long memory.  The course measured 2¾ miles, 
or approx. 4.5 kms.
The first race was won by L Hayes in a time of 22min 15sec 
followed by H Vincent and J Abraham.

   1931
The 50th Jubilee of the Whangarei High School was celebrated 
with a function in June held in the prep hall at the Boys’ School 
with over 200 present. As well as the usual banter that goes with 
such events guests listened to addresses by the Chairman of the 
Board, Mr HC Rishworth, President of the Old Pupils’ Association 
Mr HG Carruth, former Headmaster Mr RD Duxfield,  Mr WA 
Carruth	and	also	the	current	Headmaster	Mr	A	B	Charters	(Mr	
Charters	was	to	resign	later	that	year).
The School roll was 778 making it one of the largest of its kind in 
New Zealand.
 

  1941
Not a lot happening this year as all thoughts are with Old Boys 
and staff serving in the armed forces.  In fact 1941 marked the 
first occasion that the School sent food parcels overseas to Old 
Boys with the despatch of over 150 parcels.
This year was also the first year that the School had fielded a 1st 
XI Hockey team, as opposed to fielding teams of equal strength. 
The 1sts won their competition, as did the 2nd XI. 

 

Timeline
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Brigadier Robert Maynard Gurr OBE

Attended WBHS 1935-1939.  
Member of the School Shooting 
Team, Rugby 1st XV (3 years & 
colours), Cricket 1st XI (2 years)
and Debating team.  Senior 
swimming champion 1939, and 
Senior boxing champion 2 years 
running.  A Prefect for 2 years 
and Captain of the Day boys relay 
team which won the annual race 
against the Boarders. As an early 
testament to the integrity and 

honour that he would display in later years, Bob was awarded 
the prize for Sportsmanship in 1937.

Bob joined the New Zealand Army in June 1942.  After serving 
in WWII, Malaya and Singapore he was promoted to the rank 
of Brigadier, the 3rd highest rank in the NZ Army. 

Bob retired from the Army in October 1976.  He was awarded 
an MBE for his services to the Military in 1956 and an  
OBE in 1966.  He has been described as a true soldier  
and an officer who led by example and earned the respect of 
those who served under him. He will forever be remembered 
by those men, and by anybody who had cause to fall under 
his guardianship.

Sadly Bob died peacefully at his home on January 27th 2010.

Dr Alex McKay

Attended WBHS 1968-1971. 5th 
form speech champion and had 
a number of poems published 
in the Fideliter.  He graduated 
BA (hons) 1st Class in Religious 
Studies and History at the School 
of Oriental and African Studies 
(SOAS) London University in 
1992, and was awarded a British 
Academy Major Scholarship 
enabling him to complete his 
PhD Thesis on ‘Tibet and the 

British Raj 1904-1947: The Influence of the Indian Political 
Department Officers’ in 1995.

Alex has achieved renown in an unusual and challenging 
field and continues to be held in high regard worldwide.  He 
is frequently asked to review books and doctoral theses and 
to mentor students.  He regularly visits Tibet, Bhutan and 
the Indian Himalayas and has walked many of their sacred 
mountains.  Alex has many friends and colleagues in Bhutan, 
India, Holland, the UK etc who value and respect his opinions 
and views very highly.

Kossuth John Newman, DFC and Bar

Attended WBHS 1926-1928.  He 
was a member of the Rugby 1st 
XV in 1928 and also the School’s 
Shooting Team, and was a Corporal 
in the School Cadet Corps.  

He joined the RNZAF on May 
5, 1940, and went to the UK in 
August 1942 where he trained to 
become a Photo Reconnaissance 
pilot.

He was engaged in long-distance photo-reconnaissance flights 
from a number of scattered bases. One particular flight was 
an epic one of 2256 miles non-stop in a Mosquito aircraft, 
a record-breaking flight for Air Command and ranked as one 
of the great flights of World War II. As a result of this flight 
and his dedication to duty he was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross on June 16, 1944.  On December 8, 1944, he 
was awarded a Bar to his DFC. (and he and his navigator were 
known as the ‘two thousand milers‘ as they made at least 5 
flights of that range, a rarity in those days).

He had received rapid promotion in the Air Force, and, as 
the acting Commanding Officer of a Squadron, held the rank 
of Wing-Commander, one of the highest in the RAF and had 
the honour of accepting the Japanese Sword of Surrender in 
Saigon from the Japanese Commanding Officer of the area in 
September 1945. In 1945, piloted a Mosquito from India to 
New Zealand; the first to be made by a fighter aircraft.

He was discharged from the RNZAF Service on December 18, 
1948 and he took an active part in community affairs in the 
Motueka area.

Tragedy struck while still at the early age of 53. Kossuth was in 
a fatal motor vehicle accident on the Jubilee Bridge at Motueka 
on May 26, 1965, when he was killed by a drunk driver. Thus 
sadly, ended the life of one of Northland’s most outstanding 
and colourful war heroes.

Stefan Karwowski

Attended WBHS 1959-1963.  
School shooting Champion 3 
years running and was awarded 
colours for Athletics. At the end 
of 1963 he joined the Royal New 
Zealand Air Force.

Stefan was promoted to Pilot 
Officer in July 1965 followed 
a year later with promotion to 
Flying Officer, and graduated 
from the course with the rare 

classification of ‘exceptional pilot’.

During 1975 Stefan saw service in the Sultan of Oman’s 
Air Force, in the ‘Dhofar War’  which was a war between 
the Sultan’s British-backed forces and Communist-backed 
revolutionaries. He went on to be awarded the Sultan’s Gold 
Cross, that country’s equivalent of the Victoria Cross, for his 
many ground attack sorties against heavy opposition. 

Stefan left the RAF in early 1976 with the rank of Flight 
Lieutenant. He was soon back on aerobatic display work 
and was one of the two most sought after pilots in that field. 
Stefan was invariably the one that rich collectors and aviation 
clubs asked to fly their vintage aircraft, from World War I 
reproductions to carefullly preserved Hurricanes and Spitfires.   

Sadly, on Anzac Day 1985, just short of his 40th birthday,  
he was practising aerobatics north of Wanaka in a  
borrowed Pitts aircraft when the aircraft was seen to enter a 
spin at about 3000ft and recovery was achieved too late to 
avoid impact with the ground.  Stefan died two days later in 
Christchurch hospital.

The Fideliter Fellowship
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WBHS has being developing the concept of a Golf 
Academy at the School over the past couple of years. 

In the later part of 2010, the Association recognised the 
need for a specialist facility that would allow the School to 
take the golf programme to the next level. Currently boys 
have to be ferried to and from the Northland Golf Club in 
Pipiwai Road so the benefits of having a facility closer to 
home are immense.

It has always been our belief that such a facility would not 
only nurture the talent that exists at Whangarei Boys’ High 
School but also:
•	 Establish	high	quality	on	site	facilities.
•	 Promote	the	school	as	a	school	of	difference	and	a	
 preferred place of learning.
•	 Provide	the	opportunity	to	achieve	excellence	in	golf.
•	 Establish	the	school	golf	team	as	highly	competitive	
 at Northland and NZ secondary school 
 golf competitions.
•	 To	instill	a	work	ethic	into	the	golf	team	that	
 encourages the boys to strive for the best results 
 possible, both sporting and academically.
•	 Realise	benefits	to	the	school	through	attracting	
 boys from outside Whangarei and also International 
 Fee Paying Students. This could also potentially assist 
 Carruth House

Whangarei Boys’ High School is one of the few schools in New 
Zealand with surplus land that is reasonably open and not 
consumed with buildings. One area of unusable ground, known 
as ‘the Horse Paddock’ is a low lying reclaimed area which has 
been slowly filled in over the past couple of years to the extent 
that ground level is now about 4 metres higher than many of you 
would remember. It is at the northern end of the horse paddock 
that we intend the academy could be located as per the photo 
above right.

A Memorandum of Under-
standing between the WBHS 
OBA and the School’s Board 
of Trustees has recently been 
signed	(see	right).		We	need	to	
obtain consent from the Ministry 
of Education before building can 
commence.

The Facility will be operated by 
the WBHS Old Boys’ Association, 
and will be known as ‘The Jack 
Glanville Golf Academy’ after one 
of the School’s most respected 

and long serving teachers, not to mention of course a well-known 
Whangarei golf identity. It shall consist of:
•	 A	purpose-built	Skyline	garage	to	act	as	a	classroom/office	
 where the coach can analyse the students swing etc in one-
 on-one sessions, plus also enable him to hold group sessions 
 as needed.    
•	 An	area	for	driving	nets.		This	is	not	a	driving	range	in	the	more	
 well-known sense but a fully netted area for students to 
 practise swing dynamics and ball striking.  It is also anticipated 
 that there might be other singular turf areas for boys to practise 
	 chipping	from	different	levels	to	a	pre-marked	green/flagged	area.
•	 An	astro-turf	putting	green	surrounds	and	bunker	for	students	
 to practise their short game. 
•				Electronic	equipment	as	prescribed	by	the	coach.
•				A	wire	mesh	fence	of	no	less	than	1.6m	in	height	to	enclose
 the whole facility.  

More detailed project plans objectives are available through Greg 
Weaver.

We are very pleased that this facility might soon become a reality 
and that we can look forward to great successes in the future.  If 
there are any Old Boys who would like to be part of this project, 
whether it be through financial assistance, goods and services 
or any other sort of personal involvement please contact Greg 
Weaver.  

At this stage we are very thankful for the input we have received 
from	some	of	our	Old	Boys,	including	David	Dent	(WBHS	1968-70),	
Arthur	Parkin	(WBHS	1965-69)	and	Sam	Beasley	(WBHS	1981-85).	
And of course we are very thankful for the financial arrangement we 
have been able to enter into with another of our Old Boys, without 
whom this project would not have been possible.

Golf Academy

Site survey of 
horse paddock
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Whangarei Boys’ High School Golf Academy No. 1 Team. 
From left Ethan O’Shea, Kadin Neho, Luke Brown, Sean Masters

Just to highlight some of the performances of 
the Academy No.1 team over the past year.  We 
have already mentioned that WBHS finished 4th 
at the NZ Secondary School championships, 
also providing the No. 1 ranked Secondary 
School player.  Some of the other individual 
results the boys have achieved are:

Northland Tower Interprovincial Senior Team – 
both Kadin and Sean were members, together 
with Lee Neumann, a recent Old Boy of the 
School

New Zealand Amateur – WBHS students 
(Kadin,	Sean	and	Luke)	filled	3	of	the	5	places	in	
the Northland Amateur team that participated, 
with Lee Neumann as a 4th member

NZ	Junior	Inter-provincial	–	WBHS	Academy	No.1	team	(Kadin,	
Sean,	Luke,	Ethan)	filled	4	of	the	8	places	on	the	team.		At	the	
tournament Sean won 7 matches out of 7, the first time this has 
been achieved by a Northlander.

Junior	Quadrangular	(Auckland,	Waikato,	Bay	of	Plenty,	Northland)	
- WBHS Academy No.1 team competed in Under 16 and Under 19 
grades at Rotorua then in Under 16 and Mens at Waitomo

Individually:
Kadin
Won Citrus Open which is a Northland Senior trial over 36 holes
Won Northland Match-Play
Won Wellsford 72-hole
Won Northern Wairoa 54-hole  
2nd	Northland	stroke-play	(winner	was	Lee)
2nd Northland Under-23 tournament

4th at NZ Maori Under-19 championships
Chosen to attend NZ Development Camp

Sean
Won Kaikohe 72-hole Open
Won City of Whangarei Classic over 54 holes
2nd NZ Maori Open

Luke
Won North Auckland match-play
Top individual at Northland Secondary School qualifier and then 
again at NZ Secondary Schools tournament
Had 3 wins at Junior inter-provincial
Chosen to attend NZ Development Camp

It is fair to say that at each tournament the Academy boys play in 
they always feature in the Top 10 if not the Top 5.

Performances

The Golf Academy Team is managed by two staff members, one 
of	whom	is	Head	of	Faculty	and	Old	Boy	Phil	Eady	(WBHS	1968-
71)	who	has	provided	the	following	comment.

In 2011 WBHS has built on the significant gains of 2010, when 
there were seven boys receiving regular weekly coaching, to now 
have 13 under the eye of coach, Quenton Diment.  Plus last year 
we were only just getting to the stage of setting up Individual 
Learning	Programmes	(ILP’s)	but	these	are	now	a	reality	with	eight	
boys receiving specialist coaching from Quenton, the professional 
resident at Northland Golf Course. There was talk last year of 
an Academy and a specialist training facility being established 
here at WBHS.  This year we have seen massive progress and, 
all going to plan, it will ready for the start of 2012. This exciting 
development has by and large been made possible through WBHS 
Old Boys’ Association and their ‘action man’ Mr Greg Weaver.

WBHS golf got underway with the NSSSA Qualifiers in April held at 
the Northland Golf Course where we fielded four teams. It was to 
be our day to put the ghosts of disappointment from the previous 
year’s failure behind us to qualify top among Northland’s Secondary 
Schools. Fast forward to 22nd August, Tauranga and the National 
Secondary School Finals. Our top seeded golfer was not with us 
as he had to pull out at the last moment but the team comprising; 
Luke Brown, Sean Masters, Ethan O’Shea and Team Captain Travis 
Cotton were keenly anticipating the challenge.  At the half way 
point of the 36 hole one day tournament WBHS lay seventh equal.  
Coach Quenton Diment asked them to up their play by another 

seven strokes to have a chance 
at securing fifth position. The 
boys came to the party and got 
twelve, which placed them 4th out 
of fourteen teams, a magnificent 
result.  Even better was the fact 
Luke Brown had the best card 
of the day with four under over 
the two rounds giving him the 
unenviable position as being best 
school boy golfer in New Zealand 
for 2011. A big thank you to sponsors, the Police Blue Club, Oxford 
Trust, Student Council and the WBHS Old Boys’ Association who 
covered the costs.

The success of this year is in no mean way due to the tireless efforts 
of support people such as Mrs Cherie O’Shea who runs the boys 
up to practice, sends out and processes the paper work needed 
to keep it working well, and of course Professional Coach Quenton 
Diment, without whom the boys would not be playing at the level 
they currently enjoy. Further to this, the word is out that the golf 
programme here at WBHS is something to be part of and we look 
forward to inviting new young men who are fired up by the sport 
and wish to enjoy the benefits of a quality boy’s only education.  
We are looking ahead with excitement to 2012, especially with the 
development of our own Academy facility and also the possibility 
of having WBHS represented at the World Secondary School 
Competition to be held in Melbourne during April. 

TEAM MANAGER Phil Eady comment
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   1981
1981 was a special year in the School’s history for two reasons.  
Firstly, and probably most importantly, it signified 100 years of 
the School’s existence and a huge centenary celebration was 
held at the School and the A&P Show buildings.  Some 6,000 
people attended the various functions over the weekend of the 
celebrations, which culminated in a huge church service in the 
Boys’ School hall.  

Secondly, the School embarked on one it’s most outstanding 
projects, a project that just proves again the tenacity and ingenuity 
that has helped to shape boys from Whangarei Boys’ High 
School. The project was a relay run from Whangarei to Wellington 
to celebrate the feat of the School forebears who made the same 
journey back in 1878, albeit on horseback.  The relay was the 
brainchild of Senior Master Wally Wallace, who meticulously 
planned the whole affair. 

   1951
Headmaster Mr HA ‘Harry’ Henderson resigns after serving 3 
years to take up a post at Napier Boys.  The School is also sad to 
record the passing of one it’s most respected and loved teachers, 
LG ‘Dicky’ Miller who had passed away after a long illness in 
the first year since leaving WBHS to take up the role as the 1st 
Principal of Kaitaia College. Head Boy Alistair Cumming wrote 
– ‘To us Mr Miller was far more than our master.  He was our 
schoolboy companion, our preceptor, our advisor and, above all, 
our friend.  To all of us he was just ‘Dick’.  There was not a boy in 
the School who did not in any way come under the influence of 
his dynamic personality’.
Strong testament indeed for a great man.  

   1961
The School 1st XV has one of it’s best seasons ever winning the 
Club Championship and was undefeated in its 5 inter-school 
matches.  In all they played 22 games and lost just one.  Coach 
and teacher Doug Goodison recalled ‘Indeed the entire teams of 
1960 and 1961 were dream teams for their coach who remembers 
them all with gratitude, with respect and with great affection’.
Some members of that team and other classmates got together 
this year to celebrate 50 years since leaving the hallowed halls 
of WBHS.  The dinner was attended by three of their former 
teachers	(Cliff	Brunker,	Dave	Scratton	and	Frank	Naumann)	and	
they were joined for morning tea on the Sunday by Doug and 
Jean Goodison. 

   1971   Taj Mahal 

Timeline cont.

Forty years ago this year saw the destruction of one of the 
Whangarei Boys’ High School’s most prominent buildings, The Taj.
Many Old Boys will remember the famous toilet block that used 
to occupy pride of place in the ‘Quad’.  Built in 1926, it received 
its share of attention over the years what with graffiti artists, 
dunkings, practical jokes or as an escape from the School bully.  
It remained a key element in the Quad until 1971 when it was 

Perhaps you too may have story to tell about the grand old 
building.  If so please send it to Greg Weaver and he will 
arrange for all the stories to go on the website.  One thing 
that has befuddled many Old Boys is - how did the The Taj 
get its nick-name? Anybody who can shed some light on that 
is urged to get in touch with Greg.

finally demolished. Such was the aura that this building was held 
in that large numbers of boys stood and watched as the bull-
dozers reduced The Taj to rubble.  

Who better to provide a little poem about the ol’ Taj than the 
esteemed	Mayor	of	Whangarei	Morris	Cutforth	(WBHS	1956-59).

In Memory of the Taj Mahal
It stood like a palace in the centre of the quad
Those who used it regularly it didn’t seem so odd.
The Taj Mahal was a sanctuary for boys both short and tall
When lessons were dull & boring, they needed an urgent call,
Maybe it was Eric Blow’s room or maths with old ‘Hump’ Dyer 
The Taj Mahal could beckon you and you could do a ‘flyer’!
“Please Sir, may I leave the room,” one would have to say,
The lesson then, by this time would be in disarray!
Down the stairs and out the door to the Palace we would go,
And we’d stand and pee and fiddle too (it paid to be real slow!)
Then back to the classroom, hopefully the lesson almost through
And the Taj Mahal had played its part by delaying boys like YOU!
 
So here’s to the grand old dunny, we have fond memories, it’s true
Of smelly walls and cubicles, of cigarettes from a few
Older guys who hung around like it was their office space
It was an architectural oddity, a very awesome place.
WBHS dunny stood proudly in the middle of the square
We salute the Taj Mahal, ‘cause we were the guys who were there!
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The Service was held at the School on May 3rd and again there 
was good turnout of Old Boys and former staff members.  There 
was a significant change from previous years’ services when the 
keynote address was given by a student when in the past it has 
generally been an Old Boy or former staff member.  When asked 
by the Headmaster for a suggestion for keynote speaker, the 
Association had no hesitation in recommending Year 11 student 
Kauri Harema for the job after seeing his project on the Maori 
Battalion.  WBHS had a strong link with the 28th Maori Battalion 
with one of its former teachers, Humphrey Dyer, being one of 
the Maori Battalion’s Commanders during WWII. Kauri’s speech 
was perfect and very well received by all in attendance.  The 
Association will watch his progress with interest.

The	ode	was	read	by	Bruce	MacMillan	(WBHS	1934-40),	a	task	
he also carried out for the formal RSA ceremony on ANZAC Day.
After the ceremony afternoon tea was provided in the staffroom 
and then a few heady souls ventured to the RSA where the 
Headmaster dusted off the wallet and shouted a few drinks.
This day is one of the special days on the School calendar and we 
would urge all Old Boys to come along and experience it.

Captions Top Right going Clockwise - Dave & Clarine 
Scratton, Bruce MacMillan, crowd at wreath laying ceremony, 
Ted Edwards, Des Bourke, Kauri Harema, the wreath laying 
ceremony.

ANZAC  Day Service
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One of the most satisfying innovations the Association has been 
involved with this year has to be the introduction of a Staff Wall of 
Fame.  It came to our attention that while the School recognises 
the students for their performance and the Association recognises 
Old Boys through the Fideliter Fellowship, there is no recognition 
for the contribution some teachers have made to the School.  
For example, in 1981 the School ran a relay from Whangarei 
to Wellington to commemorate the Centenary.  Organisation of 
this relay was a monumental task and can be attributed to the 
dedication and meticulous planning of one teacher, Wally Wallace.  
Yet nowhere in the School is this feat recognised.  Hence the 
institution of a Wall of Fame, a chance for former students, public 

Wall of Fame

Bill A Given
1917 to 1947

David W Lawson
1939 to 1978

Clifton D Brunker
1955 to 1989

Eric A Blow
1933 to 1971

Kevin R Brown
1975 to 2004

George R Rattray
1948 to 1980

Harman E G Smith
1907 to 1947

W Jack Glanville
1924 to 1962

Jim T Shaw
1936 to 1971

Murray J Speight
1969 to 2002

Sherry Hargreaves
1982 to 2011

Eilean Rawson
1967 to 2003

Donald G Gwilliam
1973 to 2002

Melvin Hepple
1974 to 2003

and parents to pay tribute to some of the major contributions 
made by teachers to Whangarei Boys’ High School.
The first inductions were for all those teachers who had served  
for 30 years or more, of which there were 14, as per the photos  
on this page.  We were fortunate that one of the ‘14’.  
Eilean Rawson, was at the trivial pursuit night so we were able 
to present her with a special 30yr service shirt and pay suitable 
recognition to her achievement.
The Wall of Fame takes pride of place in the staffroom and all 
parents and Old Boys are urged to have a look at it should they 
visit the School.  Similarly parents and Old Boys are welcome 
to nominate potential inductees for the Wall.  The Wall of Fame 
is to be administered by a Selection Committee made up of a 
combination of current and former staff and Old Boys’ Association 
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representatives. In this way it is hoped that a wide cross-section 
of opinion can be called on. 

The Selection Committee members currently are:
•	 From	WBHS	Old	Boys’	Association	–	Greg	Weaver,	Secretary
•	 From	Whangarei	Boys’	High	School	–	Mike	Curran,	
 Russell Smith
•	 Former	staff	members	–	Don	Gwilliam,	Sherry	Hargreaves

The Committee’s responsibilities shall include:
•	 Reviewing	selection	criteria	
•	 Reviewing	the	induction	process
•	 Making	selections	for	induction

The basic criteria for nominations has been outlined as:
•	 The	nominated	person	must	have	been	either	a	teacher	or	a	
 support staff member.

•	 The	staff	member	must	have	worked	at	Whangarei	Boys’	High	
 School for at least 10 years
•	 The	nominated	person	must	have	made	a	significant	
 contribution over a long period of time to Whangarei Boys’ 
 High School either in their normal field of expertise, through 
 involvement in extra-curricular activities or through involvement 
 in a special event.

A special event is defined as one that:
•	 Raised	the	profile	of	the	School
And/or
•	 Created	a	lasting	legacy	in	the	School’s	history.
•	 The	staff	member	may	have	distinguished	themselves	in	any	
 other way deemed significant by the Selection Committee

If you think you would like to nominate a staff member for ‘The 
Wall’ please contact Greg Weaver in the first instance.

There have been two new Venerable Old Boys added to this illustrious list during the year.

Peter White-Robinson 
(WBHS	1961-65)	
Peter has maintained his interest 
in things that have happened at 
Carruth House and has always 
shown an interest in projects 
that have been communicated 
to Old Boys.  He was able to 
cement that interest with a 
sizeable donation during the 
year and for that alone the 
Association is pleased to award 
Venerable Old Boy status.

Eugene ‘Mac’ McCabe 
(WBHS	1945-50)	
Mac has been a huge supporter of the 
Association since it was reinstituted 
a few years back. He has always 
supported various causes and projects 
with small donations plus he did a lot 
of work on Derek Ward even before 
the Fideliter Fellowship came about.  
He remains in constant touch through 
emails, always takes an interest in things 
going on and is a worthy addition to the 
growing list of Venerable Old Boys.

Many Old Boys will be able to relate 
to this photo.  It may well be a rugby 
match from yesteryear with the state 
of the ground but in fact is a photo 
from a 1st XV match during 2011.  
Rugby Park has not changed.  In 
total contrast is the outside back in 
the background of the photo with his 
jersey still relatively clean.

New Venerable Old Boys
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Ross Weaver	(WBHS	1938-44) Richard Ahlers (WBHS	1951-54) Ross Pollock (WBHS	1937-40) Wally Wallace	(Former	Teacher	1965-84)

Lyndsay Wallace (WBHS	1929-34)
Donald Coles (WBHS	1941-44)
William Haybittle (WBHS	1941-43)
Bruce Pullman (WBHS	1943-47)

Kerry Clark (WBHS	1950-56)
John Trigg (WBHS	1951-52)
Clarence Clarke (WBHS	1937-38)
Douglas Ogle (WBHS	1947-52)

In Memoriam

Mahurangi Monk (WBHS	1968-69)
Stanley Eyes (WBHS	1946-50)
Stuart Mudge (WBHS	1993-95)

Timeline cont.

Over the past 12 months or so the WBHS Old Boys’ Association has had to record the passing of a number of Old Boys.  Their names 
are mentioned here with the utmost respect and sympathy to their families.  Our apologies for those we have missed.  If any Old Boys 
are aware of others who may have passed away and we have not noted them please contact Greg Weaver.

  2001
School Roll was 844 but Carruth House had only 54 inmates.  A 
new uniform and also a new colours system are introduced to 
the School.  The biggest achievement completed in 2001 is by a 
bunch of Old Boys, the group known as ‘The Class of 39’.   They 
took on the task of updating the walls in the Assembly Hall with 
the photos of Prefects, 1st XV Rugby and 1st XI Cricket Teams 
from 1909 onwards.  Many of you will recall that these photos 
used to be on display on the walls along the corridors of the ‘old’ 
blocks before they were torn down in the mid-1990s.  This was a 
huge task and made sure that the name of the 39ers would long 
have a place in the annuls of Whangarei Boys’ High School.  

  1991
The WBHS Foundation was established with capital of just over 
$30,000 and the School became smoke free, being one of the 
first to take such a step.  The school also celebrated 110 years 
in existence with an under-patronised function in the School hall.  
And the School was pleased to confirm the development of a new 
computer room with 30 IBM PCs.  Sign of things to come.
But the biggest event on the school calendar had to be the 1st 
XV’s tour of Canada.  A party of 36, including 7 teachers and 
8 parents, left our shores for 17 days in Canada, Los Angeles 
and Hawaii.  Going by the report provided by Avan Lee in the 
Fideliter, rugby was the winner as the boys only played 3 games, 
winning all 3 and scoring 130 points for and conceding only 3.  
It seemed that the social aspect of the tour was also very highly 
indulged in, especially letting the boys loose in Hawaii for 4 days 
on the way home.  Unfortunately the 1st XV could not carry on 
their winning ways when they returned and, despite such stars 
as Mark Robinson, Tony Monaghan, Vaughan Scrivener and Pero 
Cameron, were unable to win the club championship.
 

  1981 cont.
The whole School ran from Rugby Park, through town to the 
Tarewa Park area, with 40 of the students carrying on to Auckland 
and from there 14 continued the relay to Wellington.  They were 
met on the steps of Parliament by MPs, most notably Old Boys, 
former PM Sir John Marshall and MP John Elliott.

We need your email address!!!
As mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter we need to be 
able to communicate with you electronically.  It is the way 
forward and the only way we can continue to maintain such 
communications.  While everyone likes the idea of a hard-copy 
newsletter it really is not a cost-effective way for us to operate.
We currently have email addresses for only 15% of our database 
and would like to think we can get it much higher.  Please drop 
Greg Weaver a line on g.weaver@wbhs.school.nz so that he 
can record your email address (or complete the enclosed form).  
Make sure you include your full name, date of birth and years 
at WBHS.  Also if there are any other changes to your contact 
details (eg postal address) please advise those.
To encourage you to provide your email address, all those who 
do so will go into a draw to win one of 2 $100 petrol vouchers 
and 2 $100 grocery vouchers. And that includes those of you 
who have already given us your address, particularly those 
whose address has changed since they gave it to us. 
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Ross Weaver	(WBHS	1938-44) Richard Ahlers (WBHS	1951-54) Ross Pollock (WBHS	1937-40) Wally Wallace	(Former	Teacher	1965-84)

The Annual Golf Day proved again to be a popular 
event for 2010, held again at the Mt Denby Golf Course 
in what can only be called searing heat.  It held even 
more significance as it was the first time that we had 
held the tournament in conjunction with the WGHS Old 
Girls’ Association.  This was an attempt to start to get 
the two organisations working together a bit more, as 
history tells us that initially both organisations were in 
fact one prior to 1946, known as the Whangarei High 
School Old Pupils Associations.

The day itself was a great success with a bumper field 
of over 80 golfers.  As to the winner, one can only say 
that golf was the winner.  There were some superb 
performances and this was evidenced by the lies told 
in the clubrooms later.  It was great having the OGA as 
part of the day.

This year’s event is being held on Friday December 9th 
with a shot-gun start at about 11.30.  If you would like 
to be part of the day please get in touch with either 
Kevin	Salmon	 (kevin.salmon@xtra.co.nz),	Mike	Lee	
(dmkrlee@xtra.co.nz)	or	Greg	Weaver	(g.weaver@wbhs.
school.nz).		The	format	is	the	same	as	in	previous	years	
with a 3-person ambrose, entry fee will be $25.00 per 
person or $75.00 per team.  Entries are not restricted 
to former students so please feel free to make up a 
team from your club or other friends, but whichever it is 
please get the entry in as soon as you can. This day is 
proving more popular each year and places are limited.

Captions clockwise from top left: Steve Gillingham, 
Andrew Phillips and Ian Gillingham; 19th hole; Liane 
Cook and Sherry Hargreaves; Tim Osbaldiston, 
Sam Clotworthy and Fletcher Coutts; Jahkobi 
and Joe Harris, Gordon Stanning; Mike Lee, Brett 
Taylor, Paul Cotton, Bob, Terry Hardie, Greg Guy; 
Phil Eady, Neil Smith, Rod Cunliffe; Pitstop; Tom 
Johns lets rip; Dave Templeton cools off.

Annual Golf Day



14

RUGBY: Besides the 1st XV who won their comp, the JB8 team 
are also champions this year.  Congratulations to both teams.
  

RUGBY LEAGUE: Kadince Christensen was selected for the NZ 
Kiwi U16 team to play against the Queensland Academy 16s and 
the Australian Schoolboys in October.  He has also made the NZ 
Maori U16 team.
In the final of the Adam Blair Cup for Northland Secondary 
Schools, WBHS beat Te Rangi Aniwaniwa 36-6. The game 
was played at Toll Stadium in front of a large crowd. Jordan 
Antunovich, Leroy Broughton, Harerei Te Whata, Kurt Benney and 
Reece Birmingham produced strong performances for our side. 
The team has qualified for the NZSS National competition in 2012.

NZSS MOTOCROSS: Over 80 teams competed from 53 schools 
for the teams trophies at the NZSS Motocross in May.   The 
WBHS team of Colin Boniface, Cameron Duckmanton and 
Matthew McKenzie won the Teams Trophy for second place in 
the competition.

LATIN: Last year’s candidates scored a 100% pass in the NCEA 
exams mostly with Excellences and Merits. Three boys Jim 
Zhang, Ben Smith and Jonathon Luiten had Excellence grades in 
all their five papers. This year four boys at year 12 level undertook 
the prestigious Cambridge Exam. As their examination date was 
in late May 2011 it meant doing a year’s course in about four 
months. Results have just come through. Ben Smith and Jim 
Zhang received an A pass whilst Tom Hicks and William Muller a 
B. No mean achievement!! Latin still survives.

CRICKET: Current 1st XI cricket captain, Henry Cooper, and last 
year’s captain, Ben Hyde, are both in the NZ U19 cricket squad 
which is training for the U19 World Cup in Darwin this summer. 
There are currently 20 in the squad, which will be reduced to 16.

DRAMA: Thomas Gowing, Casey Clarkson and Lutz Hamm 
performed at the Regional Te Tai Tokerau University of Otago 
Sheilah Winn Shakespeare Festival. Casey and Lutz were 
selected as the best 15 minute performance to attend the National 
Shakespeare Festival in Wellington. Thomas, who performed with 
students from Whangarei Girls’ High School, was selected as a 
direct entry student to attend the National Shakespeare Schools 
Production in Wellington. At the Wellington Festival both Lutz and 
Casey were selected from 300 other performers to also attend the 
NSSP.	The	NSSP	offers	48	students	(out	of	the	several	thousand	
that	participated	around	the	country)	the	chance	to	work	with	
professional actors and directors, rehearsing and performing 
Shakespeare. Approximately 20 of these students will then be 
selected as part of the Young Shakespeare Company to workshop 
and perform at the Globe Theatre in London in 2012.

   2011  

ARCHERY: Gene Gray has had an outstanding year so far in 
his	sport	of	Archery.		He	won	the	Junior	(13	–	17	year)	National	
Championships.		Won	the	senior	(17	–	60)	National	Championships	
Kiwi 3D, round 3 at Massey and finished 4th at the Junior World 
Championships at Wagga Wagga in Australia in late March 2011.

SAILING: Michael Cate has won 
the North Shore Freshwater 
Laser Radial Championships 
sailed on Lake Pupuke, Milford 
on 20 & 21 May. He was 1st 
Youth and 1st Overall which 
was an excellent result.  He 
beat two  top NZ sailors - 29 
year old professional sailor, 
Sara Winther and current World 

Masters Laser Radial World Champion, Scott Leith.  Michael also 
represented New Zealand in the World Youth Championships held 
during the year.

BMX:	Donald	Ross	(SET)	was	placed	7th	in	the	2010	world	BMX	
bike championships in Durban South Africa. The top 8 in this 
event qualified for the 2011 world championships in Copenhagen 
Denmark July 2011 where Donald achieved a meritorious result 
by reaching the semi-finals.

HILLARY CHALLENGE:	The	Whangarei	Boys’/Girls’	High	Schools	
Hillary Challenge Team attended the Genesis Energy Secondary 
Schools	Hillary	Challenge	Final,	at	OPC	Tongariro	(15-20th	May)	
where they attained a 5th placing out of a very competitive field 
of 12.  To reach the final they competed at a Qualifying event in 
February among a field of 24 schools which they won.

HOCKEY REPS: Ten WBHS hockey players were selected for 
the Northland U18 boys representative team to play at National 
Tournament in Albany in July.  They are:  George Lamb, Bradley 
Kneebone, Henry Cooper, Nathan Correa, Ben Smith, Travis Keep, 
Sean Laidlaw, John Wallace, Cameron Johnson and Kurt Benney. 
Sean Laidlaw, 1st XI Hockey captain, is in the NZ U18 Hockey 
squad which is also preparing to play Australia.
The 1st XI Hockey team are the Whangarei Mens Reserve Grade 
Champions for 2011. 

CHESS: WBHS are the Northland Secondary School champions 
for 2011.  Unfortunately they were unable to attend the Nationals 
this year but that is the goal for 2012

NORTHLAND SCHOLASTIC SURFING:  Manu Scott-Arrieta won 
the U14 overall title and, along with Fraser Seymour and Jack 
Treacy, was selected in the Northland team for the NZ Scholastics 
Surfing Champs held in the Far North in October.

Timeline cont.
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We have reported in past newsletters of the affiliation that the 
Association has with the OBRFC.  That is mainly due to the fact 
that the OBRFC was established by Old Boys of Whangarei Boys’ 
High School.  It would have been great if that association could 
have been enhanced had the OBRFC been able to move their 
club back to Rugby Park when their lease expires at their current 
location up behind Okara Park.  Unfortunately the rugby gods 
were not smiling on them and that proposed move was kicked 
into touch, to coin a phrase, which was a real shame for both the 
OBRFC and the School. There would have been real benefits for 
both parties if this had been able to proceed. 
So it is probably a good time to reflect on the relationship between 
the OBRFC and the WBHS Old Boys’ Association and what better 
way than to look at two teams produced by the OBRFC in the 
mid-1950s – the 1955 and 1956 3rd Grade Teams.  These two 
teams are amazing for a couple of reasons. 

Firstly they both went through their competitions unbeaten.  The 
1956 team performance was outstanding as they scored 245 
points in their 12 games yet only conceded 12.  Their predecessors 
weren’t too bad either scoring 207 points and conceding 30 in 
their 12 games.
Secondly both teams were predominantly made up of Old Boys 
of Whangarei Boys’ High School.  In fact the 1955 team had, as 
far as we can determine, only 5 members who were not from the 
School.  Even the coach was an Old Boy.  Of the 1956 team, 75% 
were Old Boys of the School.
So it is plain to see the huge tradition that had continued after 
the creation of the OBRFC.  While it would be interesting to know 
whether this tradition has continued these days, it is a pity that we 
can now only imagine what may have happened if the OBRFC had 
re-located to Rugby Park and the pathway such a move would 
have created for boys of Whangarei Boys’ High School.

Old Boys’ Rugby Football Club

It was quite incredible to note that on one particular day late 
in Term 3 there were no fewer than 10 Old Boys who were on 
the staff, whether it was as part of teacher training, relieving 
or full time.  So we had to take the opportunity of  
a photo.
Left to right they are:
Denis	Hewitt	(WBHS	1954-58),	Todd	Roughton	(WBHS	1968-
71),	Harry	Darkins	(WBHS	2003-06),	Matthew	Steadman	(WBHS	

Old Boys on the Staff

1979-80),	Jacob	Davey	(WBHS	2002-06),	Russell	Smith	(WBHS	
1966-71),	Phillip	Kippenberger	(WBHS	1987-91),	Daniel	Morales	
(WBHS	2001-2005),	Phil	Eady	(	WBHS	1968-70),	Mark	Copeland	
(WBHS	1987-90)

Not	included	in	that	photo	were	another	two	Old	Boys,	(see	
inset)	Social	Workers	Brandon	Edwardson	(WBHS	2005-09)	and	
Damien	Clark	(WBHS	2005-09)	

A huge thank you to Brian Sexton (WBHS 1959-63) for the fantastic job he did in updating our database.  Brian lives in 
Australia and was able to insert close on 2,5000 new records overnight and have the database back to us first thing.  Your 
efforts saved us a lot of time Brian and you have the sincere thanks of the WBHS Old Boys’ Association Committee.
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currently on our database, the WBHS Old Boys’ Association can 
create quite a sizeable ‘fund’ for it to draw on while at the same 
time not digging too deep into Old Boys’ pockets . And this is not 
just for Association operating expenses but also for fundraising 
towards School extra-curricular activities, the golf academy and 
also the newly established WBHS OBA Endowment Fund.
The	deduction	can	be	made	via	payroll	giving	(so	it	costs	you	even	
less)	or	direct	debiting	a	regular	weekly,	or	fortnightly	amount.		
So	for	as	little	as	$5	per	week	(more	if	you	wish),	those	taking	up	
option two will enable us to move forward with confidence and for 
that you will not only receive the benefits as per Option 1 but also:
•	 The	convenience	of	small		regular	contributions	that	won’t	hurt	
 your pocket
•	 A		regular	prize	draw	–	there	will	be	monthly	spot	prizes	of	
 petrol and grocery vouchers plus a major prize draw each year 
 prior to Xmas.  The value of the prizes will be determined by 
 the number who are contributing
•	 As	it	is	a	donation	you	are	making	you	will	receive	a	tax	
	 exemption	(receipt	will	be	supplied).		Those	paying	by	payroll	
 giving will receive theirs immediately.

Lump Sum Gifts
Of course I appreciate that there are many amongst you who 
would rather just make a lump sum gift from time to time and that 
also would be very welcome.

For now though all I would ask is that you indicate your preferences 
as per the reply form included and get it back to us as soon 
as you can.  Once we know what you would like to do then we 
can put the wheels in motion.  Your hardworking Committee is 
keen to promote the aims of the organisation and provide great 
opportunities for Old Boys to connect with each other and support 
the school.  I hope you will join our team.

Kind regards
David Templeton (WBHS 1971-73)
President  - WBHS Old Boys’ Association

Membership

WBHS Old Boys’ Association Endowment Fund
Well it has taken some time but we are very pleased to announce 
that the WBHS Old Boys’ Association Endowment Trust is now 
a reality.
You may recall that back in 2009 the wheels were put in motion 
to establish a fund to take the place of the existing WBHS 
Foundation whereby Old Boys could build up a fund to create 
some sort of legacy for the future of not only the School but also 
the Association. The idea was that this was a fund that would be 
managed by Old Boys for Old Boys, although the ultimate goal 
always remains to provide help to the School.
It is fantastic that we can now confirm this has occurred and the 
fund is simply called the WBHS Old Boys’ Association Endowment 
Trust. The broad objectives of the Trust are:
•	 To	foster	the	pursuit	and	advancement	of	high	educational	
 standards for pupils of Whangarei Boys’ High School.
•	 To	support,	assist	and	advance	the	aims	and	objects	of	the	
 Whangarei Boys’ High School Old Boys’ Association 
 Incorporated so long as this Association remains a recognised 
 charitable organisation in accordance with New Zealand Law.

The Trust is be administered by 6 Trustees who were appointed 
by the Association with one further Trustee nominated at the 
inaugural Trustees meeting held earlier this year.  The appointment 

of all Trustees was ratified and accepted at the Association’s 
Annual General Meeting held in July. Those Trustees are:

Martin	Perkinson	(WBHS	1959-62)	-	Chairman
Lloyd	Morris	(WBHS	1959-62)
Peter	Ogle	(WBHS	1970-71)
Tim	Shaw	(WBHS	1958-62)
David	Silich	(WBHS	1958-62)
Stuart	Spicer	(WBHS	1962-66)
Kevin	Salmon	(WBHS	1975-77)

We are very confident that the Association have selected an 
excellent group of Old Boys with the collated talents required to 
ensure the Trust will meet its objectives.
The first meeting of the Trustees was held in March and the 
priority now is to ensure the fund grows.  The fund will start off 
with a balance of $150,000 and we invite all Old Boys to make 
contributions, big, small or otherwise, to help the fund grow.  If 
you would like to discuss the prospect of helping in this regard 
please call Greg Weaver in the first instance.
A copy of the Trust Deed is available from Greg at the Old Boys’ 
Office if required.

Over the last few years the operation of the Association has 
existed financially, largely on the generosity of a couple of Old 
Boys, and subscriptions from approximately only 3%, yes that’s 
all, of our total potential membership.  The bottom line is that this 
is simply not sustainable and we are unable to draw further on 
our limited reserves.
We have also been involved in fundraising for various projects and 
extra-curricular activities at the School and through the support of 
Old Boys we have been largely successful.  For that support the 
Association and the School will be eternally grateful.
The WBHS OBA Committee is committed to our organisation, 
and to making it self-sufficient in its own right while also striving 
to achieve its major objectives.  That is, to promote the interests 
of the School in any way whatsoever and maintaining fellowship 
amongst its members.  The two main reasons the Association is 
in existence.
So we need to look to the future.  Along those lines I have 
developed a long term strategy which is based on providing 
a quality service to our membership, while at the same time 
recognising that it is not sustainable for us to provide an ongoing 
service to non-financial members. 
One thing that has to be considered in this day and age is what will 
you get for your buck?  Your Committee is the first to understand 
that we need to provide something that is both attractive to Old 
Boys and also affordable. As such we have come up with two 
options.

Option 1
An annual membership fee of $50 which would give you access 
to the website, electronic newsletters, regular news updates from 
our Development Officer and invitation to the various activities 
held by the Association. Payable by 31st March 2012 this will 
renew your membership to 1st April 2013.

Option 2
A	regular	weekly	payment	of	$5	(yes	that’s	all	$5).	This	option	is	
for those who want to be a financial member for the Association 
while also doing that little bit more to help us create a legacy for 
the future.  The idea is that as a group, and there are over 8,000 

All Old Boys who 
would be interested in 
purchasing a signet ring 
as per the photo please 
contact Greg Weaver.


